The Disaster Behavioral Health Planning Committee’s

Mission Statement: Our Mission is To Increase the Knowledge, Skill, And Capability Levels of Disaster Behavioral Health Service Providers in the CTRAC Region

Goals and Objectives - 

Goal I: Use an “all-hazards” approach to developing disaster behavioral health services for the CTRAC region so all actions and outcomes will be compatible with all other CTRAC disaster services.

Goal II: Identify the primary stakeholders and potential providers of disaster behavioral health services in the CTRAC region.


Objective 1: Identify groups and individuals who are stakeholders in the planning 

and provision of disaster behavioral health service for the CTRAC region.

Objective 2: Determine how stakeholders and potential providers will be represented on the Disaster Behavioral Health Committee

Objective 3: Catalogue potential disaster behavioral health service providers and their contact information, 

Objective 4: Survey behavioral health service providers regarding their interest in providing disaster behavioral health service, their past experience, their credentials, their experience relating to disaster behavioral health service, their training needs/interests regarding disaster behavioral health service.

Objective 5: Obtain certification criteria from all groups (CISM, faith-based, school-based, mental health based, substance abuse based, Red Cross, etc.) that certify persons to perform disaster behavioral health service. 

Objective 6: Based on information garnered from credentaling groups, and governmental organizations, the Committee will draft and adopt an ethics statement to guide the provision of disaster behavioral health service in the CTRAC region.

Goal III. Develop a Regional Disaster Behavioral Health Plan for the CTRAC region


Objective 1:  Review existing disaster plans of private and public organizations in 

the CTRAC region for DBHS content.

Objective 2: Draft a regional disaster behavioral health service plan that addresses the roles of the different parties and mechanisms to put disaster behavioral health service on alert, request disaster behavioral health service, deploy and manage disaster behavioral health service, and shut down disaster behavioral health service.  The plan should coordinate disaster behavioral health service with local, regional, state, public and private parties’ disaster plans, to the extent possible. 

Objective 3: Present the draft regional disaster behavioral health service plan to the CTRAC for adoption and inclusion in CTRAC’s master plan for disaster response. 

Objective 4:  Involve behavioral health providers and organizations in disaster response exercises held in the CTRAC region.  

Objective 5: Write behavioral health objectives to be included in each disaster response exercise to acclimate disaster behavioral health service providers to the NIMS and ICS organizational structure, and to familiarize emergency management staff and first responder organizations how disaster behavioral health service can be used effectively in a disaster/trauma event.

Goal IV:  Identify areas and populations evaluated to be at high risk for the need of disaster behavioral health services within the CTRAC region.

Objective 1:  Review the disaster plans of other private and public entities and information they may have gathered regarding disaster services for special-need  populations.  

Objective 2: Obtain and review Brazoria County’s disaster plan

Objective 3: Explore cost effectiveness of geo-mapping high risk populations along with potential disaster behavioral health service providers *
.

Goal V: Identify disaster behavioral health service needs of first responders and their families

Objective 1: Review first responders’ disaster response plans to see if and how disaster behavioral health service has been addressed.**

Objective 2: Survey first responder organizations regarding DBHS needs for their staff and families

Objective 3  Identify behavioral health education and support needs of first responder family members.

Objective 4 Identify and provide educational materials for first responder family members.

* Tracy Hayword – DSHS – possible resource

** Brian Davis - TPD chaplain, Steve Cannon- Jail Ministries, Jack Covington – TFD Chaplain are possible resources.

Goal VI: Address disaster behavioral health services needs of victims of a local disaster and/or from a disaster occurring outside of the CTRAC region.

Objective 1: Identify or develop information materials to educate the citizens in the CTRAC region about psychological first aid.

Objective 2:  Organize and deliver psychological first aid training for responders


Objective 3: Identify the disaster behavioral health services needed by persons who reside in a temporary shelter 

Objective 4: Identify sources for obtaining psycho-active medications for victims who do not have access to their own medications; to include MOUs with local pharmacies, access to medication samples, access to pharmaceutical indigent programs, etc.  

Objective 5: Review behavioral health aspects of Red Cross, and Salvation Army service capability and how we can improve local preparedness and potential access to these, if needed,. for victims.

Goal VII: Develop a plan for long term disaster behavioral health services needs of disaster/trauma victims

Objective 1: Obtain or prepare educational materials on how victims can deal with the anniversary effect  or other triggering event that stimulates the emotional re-living of a past disaster/trauma event.

Objective 2: Develop local community capability to provide direct disaster behavioral health service assistance to past disaster/trauma victims on the anniversary of a local disaster/trauma event, or in response to a triggering event that stimulates the re-living of a disaster/trauma event.

.

Objective 3: Develop appropriate disaster behavioral health service support groups for disaster/trauma victims after the disaster/trauma event response is demobilized.

Objective 4: Obtain or develop training for first responder organizations and first responders in the CTRAC region on how to deal with the anniversary effect, or triggering event response that stimulates the emotional reliving of a disaster/trauma event.  

Goal VIII: Clarify legal liabilities/vulnerabilities of disaster behavioral health services providers/responders

Objective 1 Consult with knowledge experts on the liability protections/ exposures under federal and Texas law and the Governor’s authority to temporarily suspend practice requirements for both paid and volunteer disaster behavioral health service providers.

Objective 2: Provide training on liability protections and their boundaries for disaster behavioral health service providers/responders.

Goal IX: Develop a training plan for the CTRAC region to steadily increase the knowledge and skill level of disaster behavioral health services providers.


Objective 1: Organize training materials and training event(s) on the topic of Dis-

aster-related Psychological First Aid

Objective 2: Organize training materials and  training event(s) on disaster/trauma related services for different age-group victims

Objective 3: Organize training materials and training event(s) focused on disaster/trauma related services for persons with mental retardation

Objective 4: Organize training materials and training event(s) focused on disaster/trauma related services for persons with a chronic mental illness

Goal X: Develop a plan and operating guidelines to effectively implement a Family Assistance Center locally, if needed.   Objectives to be developed at a later date.
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