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Disaster Behavioral Health Planning Committee

Meeting Minutes

July 8 2010 1:30 – 3:30p.m.

Room D-10 CTCOG Building 

2180 N. Main Street, Belton, TX

Members Present

 Kendall Johnson, Gerald Mahone-Lewis, Dorothy Pace, and Eldon Tietje

CTRAC Staff Present

Danielle Lissberger

1. Welcome:  Introductions

2. Approval of June 11, 2010 Minutes

The May 13, 2010 Meeting Minutes were approved as presented by consensus of those present with one date correction.

3. Review and Adjustment of the Meeting Agenda: None

4. Discussion of doing a summary report on the survey returns from last summer: Those present discussed re-doing the survey to obtain more current information about the interest level of behavioral health professionals in preparing for a disaster response.  

5.  Progress regarding forming a CISM Team:  Eldon gave a brief progress report.

6. Review and discussion of a draft Disaster Behavioral Health Services Section for the Regional Disaster Plan.   

Eldon and Dorothy went through the draft document and made some minor changes.

7.  Quick Series Guides:  At this time there has been no requests for more copies of these booklets by the first responders.

8. Progress report on the publications/training materials requested by our Committee:

The books that the Committee had requested are available to be checked out by Committee members.

9. Discussion of the FY’11 Committee work plan:  Those present identified the following lists of tasks to be considered for the FY’11 Committee work plan:

A. Complete the resource list mentioned in the Disaster Behavioral Health Plan

B. Develop resource materials needed to implement the Disaster Behavioral Health Plan.

C. Develop a resource kit similar to that developed by the Bell County Health District to take to the RMOC if it is activated

D. Pursue a staffing grant to develop a cadre of Behavioral Health Professionals trained and organized to respond to disasters, and the recruitment and retention of first responders and mental health professionals trained to provide CISM services.

E. Develop a training plan to interest and better train volunteers for the above two efforts.

F. Analyze the survey results to determine training needs and interests.

G. Pursue having the Red Cross 5-day Disaster Institute presented in our area.

H. Evaluate the Quick Series  “Psychological First Aid”  booklet to assist in drawing up press releases to be used prior to, and during a disaster response.

I. Develop resource materials on behavioral health issues for shelter managers

J. Develop just-in-time disaster behavioral health training for shelter managers.

K. Develop a list and tracking system for special needs populations in our region

L. Do a full information contact list of persons on our Disaster Behavioral Health email list – Kendall volunteered to do this.

M. Survey those on our email list on their interest in training and participation in disaster drill events.

N. Have the HOT-RAC come to one of our meetings, or larger RAC meeting to repeat their presentation on reducing the number of psych. Patients backed up into the hospital ERs by increasing system coordination.

10. Other Announcements, General Discussion, etc.  None

11. Next Meeting/Adjourn: The next Committee meeting will be August 12, 2010 at the CTCOG building

_________________________________

__________________________

Eldon Tietje, Chair   




         Date

