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Disaster Behavioral Health Planning Committee

Meeting Minutes

May 21 2009 1:30 – 3:30p.m.
Room D-10 CTCOG Building 

2180 N. Main Street,  Belton, TX
Members Present

 David Archer, Jennifer Ayers, Steve Cannon, Dorothy Pace, Thomas Tiefenwerth, Eldon Tietje, and Eileen Walker 

CTRAC Staff Present

None
I. Welcome:
II. Approval of May 21, 2009 Minutes

The May 21, 2009 Meeting Minutes were approved by consensus of those present.
III. Review and Adjustment of the Meeting Agenda

No modifications were made.
IV. Summary report on survey returns:  Tabled 
V. Discussion of the Mental Health Section of the Regional Mass Casualty Response Plan: Eldon will try to get an electronic copy of the Horry County Plan that is serving as a model for writing our regional plan.  Tom, Jennifer, Steve, and David were interested in forming a small committee to work on this part of the regional plan.  David is going to be on vacation for several of the next few weeks.  The next meeting of the Mass Fatality Plan work group is July 21 so we will try to have the committee meet once or twice before that date to work up our part of the plan.  
VI. Discussion regarding forming a CISM group that could be formalized and available to respond to trauma events in our region.  Eldon

· A meeting has been scheduled for July 14, 2009 at 1:00 at the CTCOG building for those who are interested in forming a CISM Team to meet and begin discussing the next steps to making that happen.

· Loren had sent a very good overview article (Characteristics of Successful Early Intervention Programs – Jeffery Mitchell) to our Committee.  Eldon had copied it and the other handouts from the last meeting into a packet for those present.  We discussed asking Wanda Robinson if we could have a copy of their organizational documentation so we could use it as a starting point for developing what is needed to implement a regional CISM Team.  Also, it was recommended that we contact Paul Tabor to ask him where he thinks the most sophisticated CISM Team is operating in Texas so we could contact that Team to get a copy of their organizational documents.  Eldon will follow up on these two items. 
· Those present discussed training opportunities available at Fort Hood and in our area that could benefit the members of a CISM Team.  Training was identified for suicide 1st aid, dealing with battered persons, mental health training for first responders, etc.  Discussion followed about the need to list and catalogue the training opportunities in our area so they could be communicated to our Committee’s email list. 
· How the CISM Team will relate to the RAC will be determined based on the above discussion 

· Lauren is working on scheduling further CISM training in late summer/early fall.

VII. Development of a Disaster Behavioral Health Services Section for the Regional Disaster Plan.  The Committee has not yet received a copy of this section of the Oklahoma City Disaster Preparedness Plan.  Eldon has begun searching the internet for other Disaster Behavioral Health Services Plans from other states, counties and cities.  When we have a good example to start working from, then we will form a sub-committee to take this on as a project.
VIII. Debriefing the June 4,5 training event – Disaster Behavioral Health: A Critical Response.  All present had attended the training and evaluated it to be time well spent.  The Friday afternoon exercise of role-playing the implementation of a Family Assistance Center was extremely valuable.  Also comments were made about the variety of people who attended the training and the networking opportunities that resulted.  The role-playing of a Family Assistance Center has better prepared our group to have the standing up of a Family Assistance Center as part of our next regional level exercise.
IX. Discussion of the DSHS Region 7 grant to provide Mental Health First Aid course in the fall; The funds have to be spent and all paperwork submitted by the end of November, 2009.
-potential dates (9/14-18, 10/19-23, 10/26-30, 11/2-6)

-the next step is locating and reserving a location and then locking in the trainers to a specific date.

X. About 400 Quick Series Guides on Emergency Preparedness for Persons with Disabilities and Medical Concerns and 100 each of four related titles have been received.  Eldon had a sample of 4 of the five books ordered and they were passed around among the group and given to David who will not be able to be at the next meeting.  Copies of the 5 booklets will be available to Committee members at our next meeting.  Once each Committee member can review each of the booklets, then we will begin how to distribute the booklets for the most positive impact for our Region.
XI. Other Announcements, General Discussion, etc.  Eldon announced that the RAC values what our Committee is doing and that funds are set aside for more training in the next fiscal year.  After we receive the training funded by DSHS we will evaluate what the next focus of training should be.  

XII. Next Meeting/Adjourn
The next Committee meeting will be July 9, 2009 at the CTCOG building.
_________________________________

__________________________
Eldon Tietje, Chair   
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