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Disaster Behavioral Health Planning Committee

Meeting Minutes

March 12 2009 1:30 – 3:30p.m.
Room D-10 CTCOG Building 

2180 N. Main Street,  Belton, TX
Members Present

 Jennifer Ayers, Chad Berg, Cathy Brem, Steve Cannon, Dorothy Pace, and Eldon Tietje, 

CTRAC Staff Present

Lauren Karp, 
I. Welcome:
II. Approval of Febryary 12, 2009 Minutes

The February 12, 2009 Meeting Minutes were approved by consensus of those present.
III. Review and Adjustment of the Meeting Agenda

No modifications were made.
IV. Progress report on survey returns:
Lauren reported that 20 completed surveys were received in the mail and 12 surveys were received electronically.  More than half of those completing the surveys were interested in serving on our Committee.  All who returned the surveys wanted to be placed on an email list to receive further information.  Lauren will compile a list of the names and email addresses of the respondents and forward them to Eldon to be placed on his group email roster.  
V.   Discussion of possible presenters for the spring training session –

John Burlinson from the Region 7 DSHS office indicated that the grant request for training was not granted.  Mr. Burlinson indicated he plans to appeal the portion of the grant request that included the Psychological First Aid Train-The-Trainer Event that would be presented by the National Council of Community Behavioral Healthcare.  Chad reported that the International Critical Incident Stress Foundation had a large variety of prepared 2-day training events that could be brought to our area for $2,000-$3,000 each.  Several of their qualified trainers are in the Austin area and could be gotten to our area for a training event.  The website is www.ICISF.com and Eldon is asking members to review the training titles listed on that website and email your recommendations to Eldon ( Eldon.Tietje@cccmhmr.org ) .  The Committee members can convey their recommendations to other Committee members via email so that we can work on refining our recommendations by our next regular meeting.    
VI. Announcements and Other Items of Interest:  
1) Chad Berg indicated that the Emergency Preparedness Response Committee is undertaking the writing of a regional disaster plan for the RAC region.  He indicated that one of the sections needed in the plan is a Disaster Behavioral Health Services Plan.  He has requested a copy of this section from the Oklahoma City Disaster Plan and will inform us when he receives it so we can have a starting point for developing our plan.  
2) Cathy Brem announced that the VOAD group is organizing a shelter management training event for later this spring, but that no date for the training has been set as yet.

3) Cathy Brem also indicated that a Hurricaine preparedness exercise was being planned for late spring/early summer.  No date for the exercise has been set at this time.

4) Lauren Karp suggested that a thank you letter be sent to Jill Bohac and her staff expressing our gratitude for their quickly putting the cover letter, surveys and the Psychological First Aid brochure into the envelops and putting the mailing labels on the envelopes.  Eldon will write the thank-you letter.  

5) Chad Berg indicated that Chaplain Jack, the chaplain for the non-urban fire departments in Bell County would like to be involved with our Committee.  He asked that we invite him to be involved.  Chad will forward his contact information to Eldon who will extend a formal invitation.

6) Cathy Brem described to the Committee how Chad Berg had made an excellent presentation about our Committee at a recent state-level meeting.  Chad indicated there is great interest at the upper levels of Dept. of State Health Services in our Committee’s work since we are the only such Committee who has undertaken the development of Disaster Behavioral Health Services Planning. He indicated that our Committee’s Goals and Objectives have been placed on the DSHS website as an example of a best practice.

X. Next Meeting/Adjourn

The next Committee meeting will be April 9, 2009 at the CTCOG building.
_________________________________

__________________________

    Eldon Tietje, Chair   
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