[image: image1.png]Central Texas Regional Advisory Council

Trauma Service Area - L

&S 1992




Disaster Behavioral Health Planning Committee

Meeting Minutes

November 13, 2008 12:00noon – 3:00 p.m.
Bell County Communications Center

708 W. Ave O, Belton

Members Present

Jill Bohac, Steve Cannon, Ernesto Chee-Chong (Cedar Crest), Chris Curphey (DSHS), Jo Ell Guzman, Russell Kauitzsch (DSHS), Gerald Mahone-Lewis, Dorothy Pace, Eldon Tietje, Michele Toth (Cedar Crest) 

Guests Present
None

CTRAC Staff Present

Lauren Karp

I. 
Welcome and Introductions:
Eldon Tietje, Disaster Behavioral Health Committee Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.   Those present introduced themselves.  Those present who wanted to participate in purchasing lunch decided to have pizza delivered.

II. Toward Modernizing Child Disaster Mental Health: 

Those present viewed the video presentation sponsored by the National Child Traumatic Stress Network.  The staff at the Bell County Communications Center had recorded the presentation. Those present thought that the information presented was good and informative.  The group thought it was a good use of their time.  Ms. Bohac plans to use their recorded session as part of her training for her staff who take emergency calls. 

III. Approval of Oct. 9, 2008 Minutes

The October 9, 2008 Meeting Minutes were distributed, read, and approved with a motion by Gerald Mahone, and seconded by Dorothy Pace.  

IV.
Review and Adjustment of the Meeting Agenda

No modifications were made.

V.  Selection of FY’09 Committee Chair and Vice Chair

After discussion Steve made a motion that the current Chair and Vice Chair continue to serve in their current capacity.  Dorothy seconded the motion and the motion was passed by those present. Eldon will continue as Committee Chair, and Gerald will be the Vice Chair.

VI. Review and Finalization of the Disaster Behavioral Health Service Provider Survey

Eldon distributed copies of the survey that was revised based on the Committee discus-sion at the October 9, 2008 meeting.  Those present thought the content of the survey was appropriate and that it was ready to be administered.  The group discussed how best to process the survey once it is completed by clinicians and the group concluded that using Survey Monkey to collect the survey results would be the most effective way to get the information gathered into a useable format.  Lauren indicated she was familiar with this survey tool and she would enter our survey into this survey software. 

VII.  Discussion on How to Develop Our Survey Mailing List

The data base service that the DSHS Region 7 Office has will not be useful in building a mailing list because it has information like the Yellow Pages and lists agencies instead of individual clinicians.   The group concluded that searching the state licensing websites for clinicians in our geographical area would probably be the best way to build a mailing list.  Also surveying organizations that credential people with counseling skills (chaplains, CISM providers, etc.) could be searched for people who reside in the CTRAC Region L (Bell, Coryell, Hamilton, Lampasas, Milam, and Mills counties).  Discussion ensued regarding how to divide up the work on doing this.  The following members volunteered to check the following websites/associations:  Steve Cannon – chaplains, Gerald – LCDC, and school counselors, Eldon – LPC, social work, EMT licensed providers, and medical providers, Dorothy – psychologists.  Eldon will contact Wanda Robinson regarding those in are area who have completed a CISM course.  The above members agreed to report on their progress at the Committee’s December meeting.  

VIII. Discussion on How to Use/Distribute the SAMHSA “Psychological First Aid” Pamphlet.

Eldon distributed copies of the pamphlet, and reported that while 5,000 were requested, only 1,500 were received.  Through discussion the Committee determined that the back of the pamphlet should be stamped with information regarding where citizens could find more information if they desired.  The group concluded that perhaps the Disaster Behavioral Health Planning Committee should develop its own website, and the website be listed on the back of the pamphlet.  Jill will explore how to get a free website set up for the Committee.   Possible groups to whom the pamphlet could be sent were identified as: law enforcement officers, fire and rescue staff, CERT teams, ministerial alliances, crisis counselors, Red Cross and Salvation Army Volunteers, shelter groups, health depts. crime victim counselors, etc.  The suggestion was made that these groups be contacted, shown the pamphlet and their advice sought on the best way to distribute these pamphlets.   

IX.       Announcements and Other Items of Interest

It was announced that a 3-hour introductory session to CISM would be presented at UMHB this coming Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Moon Hall. 

X. Next Meeting/Adjourn

Those present decided to move the regular meeting time from Thursday, December 11 to Tuesday, December 16 at the Bell County Communications Center so those members who wanted to see the third National Child Stress Network presentation (Treating Children After Disasters) could view it together.  The presentation will start at 12:00 noon and go until 1:30 p.m.  Those who wish to attend the presentation should bring their own lunch and try to arrive by 11:45.  The Communications Center will provide bottled water.

Those who do not want to attend the presentation could come to the Bell County Communications Center at 1:30 when the regular Committee meeting will begin.   

